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discharges were not only small in quantity,
but at lengthened intervals, and attended
with considerable pain, which had been the
case for three years. It was evident consti-
tutional treatment was indicated, independent
of any application to the local enlargement ;
I therefore commenced with giving the mis-
tura ferri composita (L. P.) in the day-
time, and two of the compound aloes pills
(P. L.) at bedtime; this was more or less
the constitutional treatment throughout,
varied very slightly as circumstances might
require. But to the local enlargement I

adopted the following novel plan :&mdash;Taking
a quantity of plaster of Paris, I made a
mould of the nose, and whilst wet, I placed
tapes in the plaster to secure it afterwards;
the middle of one tape fastened to the mould
was intended for securing it laterally by each
end crossing the cheek on the same side, and
tying together behind the neck ; a second
tape directed its course between the eyes
over the centre of the os frontis, over the
head, and secured to the first tape behind the
neck; when sufficiently hard, the mould was
removed, baked, and well seasoned with oil;
when thus prepared it was replaced on the
nose, and secured by the tapes so as to effect
a gentle and equal pressure on the organ, the
weight of the mould assisting, as it was
made purposely rather thick, the lower part
being left open to facilitate breathing. After
wearing it in this manner a week, I found
the mould much too large for the nose, and
sat very loosely upon it. I was, therefore,
certain the pressure had effected a consider-
able reduction in the size of the part affected :
encouraged by this, a second mould was
made on the reduced organ, which was ac-
companied with the same satisfactory results;
a third, fourth, and fifth mould followed, when
the nose had assumed its natural size and

appearance. On comparing the last with
the first mould, the contrast was very strik-
ing, and would scarcely have been believed
by any person who had not witnessed the
process : each mould was worn about a fort-

night, with the exception of the first and
last; the former about a week; the latter
was advised to be worn longer, and relin-
quished by degrees; the constitutional treat-
ment succeeded in effecting menstruation re-
gularly, and in a sufficient quantity. The
nose still remains its natural size. I think
this plan might be applied with advantage
in many cases ; the effect of pressure in
chronic enlargements is well known ; it is

only the novel way of employing it that de-
serves attention in this case.

BLACK OXIDE OF IRON.

FR. HOBLYN.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Should no one be inclined to answer

the interrogatories respecting the " black
oxide of iron," having myself used it rather

extensively for the last two years, a remark
or two respecting it may not be wholly un.
important to " JuvENis." The first time I
tried it was on myself, for tic douloureux of
the infra-orbital nerve, which vanished in

three days. One other case was as decidedly
relieved by it. I have seen phthisis, chloro-
sis, and other diseases of debility cured, if
not alone by this ferruginous substance,
it has been no inconsiderable auxiliary.
One case of hypochondriasis (the chief
symptom of which was hepatalgia) reco.

vered in about six weeks, while taking
" magnetic iron," without any adjunct, after
having been subjected to mercurials, and
other numerous remedies, for some years,
without alleviation of uneasy feelings.
The dose I generally employ of the iron

is four or six grains made into pills (by
mixing powdered gum acacia, of which it
requires a large quantity, and water). The
dose is repeated according to the effect pro-
duced on the head, which is soon complained
of by the patient.

It is said to have its activity increased by
meeting with acid on the stomach. But,
besides this action on the nerves, it is pro-
bable that metallic iron enters the blood in a
minute state of division, or as a suboxide.
Were an oxide to gain admission into the circu-
lation, might not the electrical or vital action,
always continuing, decompose it, and set the
iron free, in the same manner as potassa
will yield potassium and oxygen? Oxide
and phosphate of iron are found in the blood
out of the vessels. May not these changes
take place after vitality has ceased, and
especially when incinerated for testing?
Proofs of decomposition taking place in the

body are to be found, perhaps, most in the
circulation. Salts of potassa, in combination
with vegetable acids and nitrate of silver,
are examples. Whether these hypotheses
be correct or not, the preparation under con-
sideration certainly deserves some attention.
Your humble servant,

FR. HOBLYN.
Middlesex Hospital,
March 30, 1842.

STATISTICS OF LUNACY.

MORTALITY AT THE WAKEFIELD
ASYLUM.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;It is much to be desired that some
general system of statistical tables could be
adopted in the annual statements of the public
lunatic asylums in this kingdom. Numerous
tables have been recently introduced by the
different superintendents, reflecting great
credit upon their own patient investigation,
and highly interesting and useful : there are,
however, some omissions which leave the
public in the dark oo several very important


